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Reverend B 


rethren, hn 01 
un man Lauft Is J 26, af 2 0b 19wol £ 77 
T is not without lone Concern that 
meet chis Venerable Aſſembly, in 
SH which I am ſenſible how many there 
are that might much "better: fill this 
* Pfklace, to which I Have been by His 
Majeſty s Favour advanced... And I am the more 
diſcourag'd at entering on my Office, hen 1 
reflect on the great Ironing. and Abilities -of 
my Predecefſor, his thorough knowledge of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Law, his ae ee in the iſcha 
of his Poſt, his prudence and diſpatch in Buſi- 
neſs, and bis fixt urpoſ®and earneſt deſite on 
all Occaſions faithtally to ſerve the true Intereſt 
of the Church. Theſe ſhining Characters have 
moſt juſtly removed him to a ſuperiour Station 
in the Church, Where his great Capacities and 
good Diſpoſitions will find a larger Field to act 
in, to our loſs indeed, but to their benefit over 
| B whom 


— — — —— . 


(6) 
whom he 1s plac'd, and to the advantage of our 
Countrey to which he will be now able to do 
more Service, whether in his Dicecele, in Con- 
vocation, or in Parliament. 

But as his great Worth affrights and di der. 
tens me, ſo the Example he has ſet, whilſt in 
this Office, will excite, and ſnew me the Method 
to purſue the fame noble Ends with him, tho” 
in a lower degree. And as I am ſure I am 1 
deſirous of ee the real Welfare of the 
Church, and promoting the Publick Good, 1 
hope with his Aſſiſtanee and that of other my Su⸗ 
petiours in more difficult Caſes, and the Informa» 
tion and - Counſel jof., you any Brethren-oF=thi 
County in other Matters, not to be wholly 
wantiog to either Church, or State. I chuſe to 
mention them both together, becauſe eyery.con- 


fiderate Man muff allow that they are as to Inte: 


reſt ſo inter woven with each other, that either 
the ſeparating them, or going to advance one to 
the Prejudice of the other , muft endanger both. 
And it W been the Artifice of the Enemies of 
either to repreſent them as inconſiſtent, and of 
ſuch who malign both to try, to ruin both by 
atting them one 1 another. 

There are thoſe on one Side that a have 
the 23 in its preſert Settlement efteem'd 
fot; q dangerous: 


— a th. * 


—{ n 


tn) 


dangerous to the State: But certainly by our 


Laws and Conſtitutions it is plac'd | in that juſt 


Subordination to it, that whilſt it's Members keep 


themſelves within thoſe Bounds mark'd out to 
them by our Laws both Ecelefiaftical and Civil, 
they can only be ſubſervient to the Preſervation 
and Happineſs of the State, without any ways 
endangering wo C151: 

And on the other band, there a are Men of Evil 
Intentions WhO repreſent! the Church as 0 
by the State, and wou'd make uſe of it as an 
3 overturn our Civil Eſtabliſhment, which 

ud they compaſs, it wou'd in the End effectually 
55 our Church, chat has hirherto been 100K d 
upon as the great Glory and Support of the Re- 
formation. | 

To this End we have bad of late Years ſeveral 
DoArines advane d to countenance, and ſet the 
Church on attempting to arrive at, an Indepen- 
dency on the State. 

That the Church as to the Efentials of Chri- 
ſtianity is wholly exempt from all Secular Power, 
cannot be deny'd, i. e. It is not in the Power of 
any Civil Government to require any other 
Dogtrine to be taught in the Church than what 
is contain'd in the Word of God, or to appoint 


any new Sacraments, or to aboliſh the old ones: 


B 2 | Becauſe 


* —————— 2 


(8) 
Becauſe the Terms of our Salvation can be eſta- 
bliſh'd by God alone from whom we are to ob- 
tain it, and He alone can appoint the Seals of 
the Covenant who only can either promiſe or con- 
vey Grace to thoſe that uſe them. 25717 
But as to all Regulations that no ways concern 
the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Religion, and that 
neither directly nor by neceſſary Conſequence eva- 
cuate the Deſign of the Goſpel, they may be made 
moderated or limited by the Civil Power. This. 
is moſt certainly the Doctrine of our Church, in 
Virtue of which the Reformation was begun and 
ſettled here, and in Aſſertion of which the Su- 
premacy of our Kings has been moſt fully ſettled 
irn . 8 

Nov the Pattern our Canons propoſe to us in 
this Caſe is, that of the Godly Kings of the ſews, and 
of the Chriſtian. Emperors. in the Primitive Church. 
And as among the Fews, their Princes cou'd not 
alter any thing in the Worſhip appointed by the 
Law of ' Moſes, either abrogating the Sacri- 
fices, or ordering them to be offer d of another 
kind, or in another manner than was there writ- 
ten, becauſe that wou'd have been violating the 
expreſs Command of God, but they cou'd ſee 
that the Prieſts-and Levites did their Duty, and 
cou'd make ſuch farther, Orders as beſt ſecur d 
1 ; the 


in this Realm a 


(9) 


the Obſervance of the Moſaical Law, and tended 
to promote Piety and good Order; ſo have our 


Kings the ſame Power in Things not determined 
by the Law of Chriſt. 
And as the Clergy enjoy ſeveral Privileges and 


Powers, as the Grant of the Civil Powers, ſuch: 


as cannot be pretended to be Eſſential to the Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, it is plain that the Power 
which grants theſe Advantages or Honours can as 
they ſhall think fit limit and circumſcribe their 
own Grants, and determine in what manner the 
Power and juriſdiction by them given ſhall be 
exercis d: Since every one is Maſter of his own: 
Gift to beſtow it in what Meaſure, and on what 


Conditions he pleaſes. (1 58 Ta 


That the King is Supreme Governour under God 

a, all other his Dominions and Coun- 
tries, as well in all Spiritual ar Ecclefuſtical\ Things 
or Cauſes as Temporal,, is what we have by our 
Subſcriptions moſt fully acknowledg'd. And this 
Supremacy of the King has not only been own'd 
and aſſerted by variety of Acts of Parliament, 
but moſt ſtrongly ſecur d by the Canons, which 


are the immediate Voice of the Church, by in- 


flicting the higheſt Penalty they cou'd, that of 
Excommunication on all who deny it. Can. 2. 


Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that the Kings Ma- 


J 


—— 


cas) 

757 bas not the Gre Authority, in Cauſes Eccle ſiaſti- 
cal that the Godly Kings bad among 4he- Jews, and 
Chriſtian — of the Primitive Church; 3 r im- 
peach any Part of his Legal Supremacy, in the ſaid 


Canſes reſtored to the Cromn, and by the Lams of 


hie Realm therein efablif'd: Let him be Hæconi- 
munirated Ipſo Facto, and not reſtor d but only 
the Arch-Bifhop after 5 Repentance and publick Re- 


E 
Wwantien ee his wicked Erfours, e197 $2: 1 , 
This is the Doctrine of our Church ratify 4 by 


the moſt ſolemn Sanction; and yet duk is the 


Perverſeneſs of ſome Men, that they have on this 
very Canon tately pretended- to juſtify a Separa- 
tion from the Eſtabliſſid Church, grounded on 
the denial of = Doctrine of this very Canon, 
the denying, I ſay, the Power of our Princes to 


the Government; which is 2 Caſe we haye an 
Inftance of in SYlomon depriving Abiathar of the 
High- Prieſthood, for having ſhewn his Affection 
to Adonzjab his Rival rather than to: himſelf, 
1 King U. 26, 77. 

I hall juſt obſerve; that ae Th the Toten; 
tion of the Canon were what they wou'd pre- 
tend it is, yet cou'd it have no Effect, ſo as either 
to anvaliddle the Acts of one they wou'd have 
under Excommunication by this Canon, _ to 
8 ring 


deprive Biſhops on their avow'd\Diſaffetion. to 


(G:8 y. 
brit a others o an Feclefaftical Irregula- 
ret Rong Gere With bim, except 
Cach Perfon were firſt protiothed Excommunicate 
by a Competent Judge, and publickly denounc d 
as "Excommrinicate tothe Fabel, and" that not 
only from the Pfrackife of all Spital Courts; 
but the terrible Inconveniences of the contrary. 
Er at this' rate, the 8 of dur Orders 
FRO the” Times of © -If pofttes, mirft be 7 8 
undertain in and preca us; ecaufe amo! ade ws 
CR in Ancient 72757 declar'd the” 15 
ingers of them Tpſo Facto xcommunicate, ſeve- 
ral Sad no don 4 Ages nrbken by mas 
ny Biſhops; weht Gdaindd 3nd Conſeerated” o- 
thers after ſuch Inftactions, and yet according to 


this Notion cou'd 5 that Moment confer no 


Valit Orddets. Apd again, as other faithful Per- 
fons, both Clergy 4 t Tant Knowing nothing 
of their Crimes, Av apprehending no Incapaci- 
ties they were under, or any Panger that could 
be incurr'd by bold ſh. thi ras. with them 

lived on in Communion with them, they Huff 
have unavoidably loft the Benefit of if thoſe- 
Spiritual Offices in which they joyn'd under them, 
deßdes incurring, Ecclefiaftical 0 nſures or Inca- 
pacities for thus holding Communion with Per- 
_ Excommunicate. Which if we were to ſup- 


poſe 


poſe true, it would be very hard to know at this 
diſtance from the Apoſtle's Time, whether there 
were any true Biſhop or Presbyter in the Chrifti- 
an World, or whether there was any one Con- 
gregation of Believers that dap t lie under Excom- 
Not to obſerve the great Abſurdity, that mul 


14 


follow from this, that erſons who. aye learn d 


what, are che, Terms of Salvation, propos'd, by 
God to Mankind in the Goſpel, and who-fincerely 


comply with them, ſhou'd after all be put out of 


7 3 


the Covenant of Grace about Niceties not ſo much 


as hinted. at, in the Goſpel, andithat will puzzle 


1 


ee e ee 
But really the Intention of this Canon was 
effectually to prevent any thing being ſaid or 


taught agaioft the King's Supremacy. in Eecleſi- 


of the Canon, and from the Hiſtory of the 
Nuh, from the Reſatptien to, hols Times 

y which it appears that the Controverſy, refer'd 
to.in this Canon was abo the King's Supremacy 
in Spiritual Affairs, deny'd by the Papiſts and 


aſſerted by the Proteſtants; and that this was 


what the Makers of this Canon had in View ap- 


4 : 


pears from their ſpeaking of this Supremacy as 


tion, 


* 
Z CCT___IOO CL CanT Cee te eee eee ee eee ee 


aftical Matters, as is left both from the Words 


reſtor d to the Crown, viz. From Papal Uſurpa- | 


(13) 
tion, and eftabliſh'd in the Crown by the Laws 
of this Realm, by which they evidently mean 
the ſeyeral Acts of Parliament beginning in Henry 
the VIIIth's Reign, and made in the following 
Reigus to that Time. And what the Canon en- 
dea vours is to puniſh all impugners of this Spi- 
ritual Supremacy, all who deny this Power to be 


veſted in the Crown, or Perſon poſſeſſing the 
Crown, without in the leaſt medling with, or 


deſigning to decide, who had or had not a 
Right to the Crown of England, or any ways to 
determine which way it was to deſcend. And 


the King's Majeſty in the Canon muſt be as it is 
in all other Laws, not otherwiſe expreſly limited 


by the Words of the Law, the then preſent 


Poſſeſſor of the Crown, and whoever after him 


fflou'd be in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, the Perſon 
own'd and acknowledg'd by the States as King of 
this Realm, and in whoſe Name, and under whole 
Authority and Protection Juſtice is adminiſter'd. 

And it may ſeem a little ſtrange to have a 
Canon alleged in juſtification of their Schiſm by 


thoſe, who if we may judge of the Party by the 


Writings of their Leaders, are very uneaſy under 
the Supremacy of the Crown; and aſſert ſuch 
Doctrines as whoever aſſert, by the Letter of the 
Canon are certainly declar'd Excommunicate. 


T hall not attempt to ſay any thing farther in 


Defence of the Regal Supremacy, after ſo many 
C abler 


e 
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abler Pens that have been imploy d in it; and | 


the Work is the more needleſs, as I am ſpeaking 
to thoſe, who by their Oaths or Subſcriptions 
have acknowledg'd it. TEEN als 

But I muſt with great Sorrow of Mind, and 


Concern for the Breaches in our Sion, take No- 


tice of the Growth of that Schiſm which has 
for ſome Time ſeem'd to have lain aſleep, but 
is now broke out with freſh Vigour, ſo that great 
Numbers are boaſted of as gone, or going off to 
theſe new Conventiclee. wet] 

Every one knows. there was a Schiſm ſet on 
foot after the Revolution, upon the Deprivation: 


of the Non-juring Biſhops, the Ground of which 


was laid on this, that Communion could not be 
held with a ſafe Conſcience with the Intruders, 
as they were pleas'd to call thoſe put into the va+ 
eated Biſhopricks by King William. But as the 
Controverſy was then manag'd by it's chief De- 
fendants, there was reaſon to hope, that at the 
Death at leaſt of thoſe depriv'd Biſhops the Schiſm 
wou'd have expired of it felf: Since it was 
own'd, that if thoſe Biſhops wou'd have volun- 
tarily relinquiſh'd. their Biſhopricks to the Per- 
fons put into them by the Government, the 
Schiſm wou'd have immediately been at an end, 
or if they wou'd have forbore appointing any 
Succeſſors to themſelves; at their Death, notwith- 
ſtanding the Juſtneſs of the Separation at . 


Ay 8 7 r e nn — ON 


r 2: 2." oaths 


N 
| 
N 
: 
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the Cauſes of it wou'd have ceas'd of courſe, and 
room wou'd have been made for the Coalition of 
the oppoſite Parties, and their Re- union in the 
Church. 9 

How far thoſe Men were acted with a true 
Charity for the Souls of Men, whom they ſup- 
poſed to be out of the ordinary means of Salva- 
tion, by a Schiſm they cou'd ſo eaſily have put 
an end to, or what great regard they had to the 
Peace and Unity of the Church, to the prevent- 
ting of which they have provided for a new Suc- 
ceſſion of ſuppos'd Biſhops to prolong the Schiſm, 
1 leave to any impartial Perſon to determine: 


And whether any great Hurt is to be fear'd from 


the Cenſures or Anathemas of Men who have 
continued a Separation that wou'd ſo eafily have 
fell to the Ground, out of Anger and Peeviſhnels, 
and Diſcontent and Differences about Sæculat 
Matters: To theſe I impute it, fince it cannot be 
pretended that either the Eftabliſh'd Doctrine, or 


Government, or Diſcipline of the Church have 


been alter d in any thing that cow'd juſtify a 
Schiſm ſince the Revolution. 
The true Reaſon of that Schiſm was then very 


well known to be a Matter ppee'y Szcular, the 


placing King William on the Throne by the Con- 
vention, but the Party had then ſo much Mo- 
deſty as not to care to maintain, that a Separation 


in the Church cou'd be juſtifyd upon a Diffe- 
" = , CG 2 | 


Tence 


(16) 


rence in the State, and therefore choſe rather to 
put it on the Bottom of Lay. deprivation, a thing 
that had been practis d at the Beginnings of the 
Reformation, without giving Offence, or occaſion- 
ing any Scruples in the Members of our Church. 

But there is now riſen; up a Set of new 
Teachers, who are more bold, and deal more 
openly with us, and own the Cauſe of their Se- 
paration to be our not continuing our Obedience 
to King James after his Abdication, nor paying 
it to his pretended Son ſince his Death ; and 
that this may not ſeem, as it really is in it ſelf, a 
purely Temporal Matter, the Second Canon is 
brought in, by which we who have ſubmitted to 
the Government of King William, Queen Anne, 
and King George, are ſuppoſed to ſtand Excom- 
municate ;.. tho' the Canon cannot with reaſon 
be thought 3 in the leaſt to have any relation to 
the Controverſy: between us and theſe Men about 
the Government. | 

In ſeems in. Virtue. of this eee | 
we are ſuppos d to have incurr'd ; all the Pray- 
ers we offer up are of no Effect, and the Sacra- 
ments we Adminiſter Null, and the People joyn- 
ing with us in any Holy Offices, inſtead of reap» 
ing any Benefit by them, are plunging. themſelves 
in Sin ; and we, whilft we hope we are with a 
good Conſcience diſcharging our Paſtoral. Care, 
are increaſing our Guilt, and inſtead of winning 


Souls. 


(67 
Souls to Chriſt, we are really every Day making 
them more the Children of Hell. This, according 
to them, is our State in relation to another World, 
and What they deſign ſhall be our State here they 
give us room to gueſs, when they tell us, that in 
virtue of this our Schiſm, we ate incapable of any 


Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion, and that any In- 
ſtitution we have had to ſuch is Void. Indeed in 
this they act very wiſely, by providing for themſelves, 
if the Day ſhou'd ever be their own, Vacancies of 

Preferment enough to ſatisfy: their largeſt Ambition. 

I hope theſe Things will raiſe in us all a juſt In- 
dignation againſt Perſons who are pleas'd thus to 
treat us as Schiſmaticks,and' to provide for us a Form 
of Confeſſion and Abſolution to admit us into the 

Catholick Church, and this for no other pretended 

Crime, but having ſubmitted to, and praying for 

thoſe Powers whom the Providents! of God has 

placed over us, and 'who protect us in the peaceable 

Enjoyment of our Civil Rights EVE ane e. 

Nr 7 wt 

We find the Prophet Jeremiah directing hs Jaws 

to another Behaviour than theſe Men will allow in 

us, towards thoſe who had invaded their Countrey, 
and ſubdued it by Force of Arms; had ſpoil'd them 


of their Goods and Eſtates, and” ann their Per- 


ſons away Captives to a ſtrange Land, Jer. xxix. 7. 
Seek the Peace of the City whither I have cauſed 30 u to be 


carry d away Captives, and pray unte the Lore! for it, 


. in the e thereof ye ſhall have Peace. And: 


* q K 0 
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And St. Paul when, that S — Prayers, 
Tntercefſions, and giving of, Thanks be made for Kings, © 
and for all that are in Authority, 1 Tim. ii. 1, a. And 
chis the Primitive Chriſtians practis d, by Pray- 
ing for the Roman Emperours, without troubling 
— about the Title they had to the Imperia! 
Dignity : And this tho! they lay under a moſt heavy 
Perſecution from moſt of them. And ſhall we make 
Difficulties of Praying for our Governours plac'd over 
us by the Laws —— our Land, for the Preſervation of 
our Liberties, and to reſcue our Church from that 
Ruin with which it was threaten'd juſt before the 
Revolution; eſpecially; when under them Juftice | 
flouriſhes, our ſeveral. Properties are preſerv'd, and 
«he Church enjoys her Ancient Privileges. © 

Before the late Rebellion broke out, and hilt! it 
_ tall on fobt, we: heard little of this Schiſm ; the 
Hopes the Diſaffeted had of Succeſs, and the 
Aſſiſtance they expected from too many that came 
to Church, — om eaſy with ſuch. as took the 
Oaths and frequented the Publick Worſhip, the bet- 
ter to gain them to their Side, and I wiſh they did 
not encourage, at leaſt 1 don't find they any ways 
try d to prevent the Oaths being taken even by them 
who eſteem'd them unlawful, that they might have 
the better Opportunity of betraying that Govern- 
ment they had Swore to, But ſince the Rebellion 
miſcarry d, they have moſt induſtriouſly ſpread their 
1 about e . Parochial Churches, 


and 
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and have gone on forming ſeparate Aſſemblies of open 
and avow d Enemies. to our/Eftabliſhment, that (ſhall 
be ready as any occaſion offers to Joyn in che ruin of 
our Government. 

I wiſh ſome wt r u. tat have too much careſi 
theſe Men, wou'd at length reflect, what Tools they 
have been made by them; and what Returns they 
have received for their Kindneſs from them, by being 
branded as Schifmatical Teachers,and having their Peo- 
ple eſpecially their greateſt Admirers drawn away from 
them: And that beſide the indignity offer d them, they 
would ſeriouſly confider the dangerous Conſequences: 
of — a Schiſm, that rents the Church of England 
in pieces, muſt give ſo much Scandal to the — 
Didlenrers, and ſo much Pleaſure to the Papiſts, and 
that is intended to procure the ſubverſion of our pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment both in Church and State. It is 
time for ſuch Men to withdraw their Countenanee from 
theſe Diſturbers, or if they think them in the right, 
ir becomes them to act the honeſt part, and joyn with 
them in ſeparating from a Communion they eſteem 
unlawful. Here is no room left for Diſcontent or 
Ambition or Party to influence us to wink at an Evil 
fo Dangerous and fo: Growing. Now is the time for 
us to make a ſtand, before the Infection has ſpred too 
far, and taken too deep Root. There is ſtill remain; 
ing in our People that Eſteem and Opinion of us, that 
1 we wou'd ſpeak out, what we ſay might have i it's. 


nn. But if we hold our Peace, the Enemy is at 


work 
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(2 
Work to ſeduce our F locks, ? and will repreſent us to 
them as in our Hearts of their Sentiments, tho' for 
ſcæcular Intereſt we act otherwiſe than they do. And 
indeed what can our ſeveral Congregations think of us, 
but that we are groſs ſelſiſh Hypucrites Wholly acted 
by 'worldly Views, if when we have taken the Oatlis 
to the Government, and in the Offices of our Liturgy 
continue conſtantly. praying for it, e no ways endea- 
vour to hinder a Separation from the Church, on ac- 
| ——_— Government we have Sworn to and Pray 
Or. | MP © "tp Þ Be RD IE, oy EE 1 
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Our Adverſaries have now put the Iſſue of the 
Schiſm on the lawfulneſs of our ſubmitting to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment; where it truly lyes. For he muſt 
be very weak indeed who imagines. any Perſon ſepa- 
rates flomour Church: ſur fear of incurring Excom- 
munication from the Second Canon; but their ſo doing 
is owing to that Difaffection that has been work'd up 
in our People againſt the Government, by all the Lies, 
Calumnies, Miſreprefentations, groundleſb Jealouſies, 
and falſe Terrouxs, that Ambition, Revenge and Ma- 
lice can invent; and the People are firſt debauch'd 
from their Allegiance to the King, and in virtue of 
that brought to, ſeparate from the Churct. 
If then we, wou'd make a ſucceſsful: ſtand againſt 
this new Schiſm, it muſt be by inſtructing our Hea- 
rers in the Duty they owe his Majeſty, and the Sub- 
miſſion due to his Government: And if we wou'd but 
with an united Voice declare to the People, what ny 
mu 


— (21) 
muſt think of theſe Matters, if we liave in upright- 
neſs; of Heart, and with a good Conſcience taken 
the Oaths, it wou'd go a great way towards ſtopping 


the Growth of this Separation. 
How far this Diſaffection has ſpred, we meet 


with too flagrant Inſtances, in the Diligence and Plea- 


ſure with which all Lyes about the Government are 
propagated, in the Perſonal Abuſes caſt on His Ma- 
jeſty and his Family, in the frank Declarations of 


many for the Pretender, and in the Seditions Riots 


and Tumults we have ſeen in our Streets; on many 


of which Occaſions there; has appear'd a Rage and 


Malice, that one can ſcare think conſiſtent with the 
plain Honeſty, and good Nature that was formerly 
thought the Groyth of our Countrey, but muſt have 
been rais d and fomented by Popich Emiſſaries ming - 
led amongſt us igcall Diſguiſes and Profeſſions. 
That our: Diviſions and Animoſities ſhou'd be 
ſtird up from that Quarter, whoſe Work we are do- 
ing, whilſt we are tear ing and rending each other, 
and thereby deſtroying dur common Mother the 
Church, is not at alſſtrange: But that any profeſſing 


themſelves Proteſtants ſnoud be as active and zea- 


lous as they in promoting ſo fatal a Work, is a Con- 
a very melancholy, but too viſible to be 
deny Ai gi ods dn e org 

hut the Diligence and Zeal of our an Enemies, 
or pretended Friends, to widen our 


. 


weaken our Government, ſhou'd increaſe our Con- 
N cern 


reaches and 
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eern, and awaken our atmoſt Induſtry to Counter- 
work their Deſigns, and repair the Breaches they 
make. And one of the ſureſt Ways by which we can 
do this, is by trying to infuſe into our People ſteady 
Principles of Loyalty to His Majeſty King GEORGE. 
1. ſhall not go about to enter into the Merits of 
that Controverſy about the Lawfulneſs of the preſent 
Eftabliſhment ; or to determine which of the ſeve- 
ral Grounds on which different Perſons have juſtify'd 
their compliance with our Settlement ſeems eaſieſt to 
defend, or can give the fulleſt Satisfaction to the 
Conſcience; but what T-wou'd recommend ts, That 
we wou'd endeavour'to fix in the Minds of oor Peo- 
ple ſome ſolid Foundation on which they might 
fafely proceed in their Loyalty, and fo convince- 
them of it's Truth, chat they might come to a ſet- 
tled Perfuafion of the Lawfulneſs of complying with 
the Government, and not remain in perpetual 
Doubts and Uncertainties. It is for want of this, I 
fear, the Jacobites have had fo plentiful an Harveſt 
among our People, and make their boaſts of the Num- 
bers they are likely to carry off from our Church. 
There can be no Doubt, but as we are Miniſters of 
the Goſpel we throughly know the Sacred Obligati- 
on of an Oath, and us we have all taken the Oaths, 
in ſo doing we have acted on thofe Principles 'that- 
wou'd ſatisfy our People they might with a good 
Conſcience follow our Example in this Affair: And! 


don't queſtion hut we retain that Senſe of the m_ 
| | | e With 
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(Gan): 


With which we have bound our Souls, as to be ready 


to bear all true Allegiance to King GEORGE, but we 


fall ſhort of the Allegiance we owe Him in our Stations, 
if we do not endeavour to diſpoſe our People to pay 
Him the fame : And one great ſtep towards this wou'd 


be, if we wou'd in good earneſt difcountenance all falſe 


and malicious Reports ſpread Abroad to render His Ma- 


jeſty's Perſon and Government odious, and to create 


Jealouſies and Diviſions amongſt His Subjects. This is 


but a low degree of Loyalty, and yet wou d go a great 
way towards allaying our preſent Heats. 1 
Among other Seditious Rumours, the Adverſaries of 
our Conſtitution have made great Uſe, and to great 
Advantage, of an Outcry of the imminent Danger of 


the Church from the Government: This is barbarous 


Uſage of a Prince, who has at his Coronation ſolemnly 


{worn to protect and defend the Church, and has by 


repeated Declarations from the Throne, and on other 
Occaſions, given us new Aſſurances of his doing ſo, 
without having done, or attempted, any thing to it's 
Prejudice ſince his Acceſſion to the Crown: And yet 
thus we uſe a Prince, whoſe Behaviour has always been 
ſuch, as to make his Faith efteem'd the greateſt Security, 
by all Princes who have had any thing to do with him. 
It would go a great way towards fortifying People 
againſt this falſe Alarm, if we wou'd acquaint them 
from which Side any great Danger to the Church muſt 
come; that in our preſent Circumſtances there is no 
Middle Choice betwixt King GEORGE and the Pre- 
| 2  - tender, 
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tender; that the Pretender is an open profeſt bigotted 
Papiſt; that if he ſucceeds in his Deſigns, the Church 
is not barely in danger but certain of ruin; that the 
Popiſh Religion is ſuch as to permit no other Where it 
has ſtrength enough to root them out with ſafety; that 
it allows of no Promiſes, no Oaths, no Stipulations to 
ſtand in the way of advancing that Church; that on the 
contrary it looks on all breach of Faith given to bring 
about it's Purpoſes as meritorious, wbere it is done for 
promoting the Holy Catholick Faith as they call their 
Errors; that to convert Nations to this, Maſſacres, 
Croiſadoes, Inquiſitions, Racks, Gibbets, and the moſt 
terrible Torments are proper and allowable Means; 
ſo that there is no room for the natural Goodneſs or 
merciful Diſpoſition of a Prince of that Perſwaſion to 
intercede in behalf of his heretical Subjects, where he 
has it in his Power to convert them by Force. Theſe 
things with the direct Oppoſition of Popery to the true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, and the great Deſign of the Goſ- 
pel that of making Men ſincerely Holy and Virtuous, 
are what our People ſeem wholly. to have taken their 
Eyes from, and to have baniſh'd from their Thoughts. 
Now it requires very little Reflection to know, that the 
Pretender never can be ſettled here, without the A- 
ſliſtance of a Foreign Force, as things now ſtand ; and 
that when he has carryed his point with an Army of 
outlandiſh Pa piſts, and has kill'd in the Field the chief 
| Aſſertors of our Liberty, or driven them out of the 
Nation, he will have then no Meaſures to obſerve E 
5 4 oh 


ſd pu Ll — Sa 


— 


the remainders of our deluded People, but may begin 
their Converſion aſſoon as and in what manner he plea- 


ſes ; nor will there then be any Prince or State willing 


or able to aſſiſt us. Our Ingratitude to our Deliverers 


at and ſince the Revolution will diſcourage all others 


from attempting to help us: and that victorious Army 


that muſt have plac'd him on the Throne, if he ever al- 
cends it, will caſily prevent or ſuppreſs all Struggles ar 
Home, whatever Oppreſſions we lye under, or what- 
ever becomes of our beloved Religion and Church. 

Of the ill Deſigns of Popery both againſt our Religi- 
on and Civil Liberties, the Nation was ſufficiently ſen- 
tible at the latter End of King Jamess Reign; and in or- 
der to preſerve them both was the Revolution brought 
about, and to continue the Enjoyment of both to us 
and to our Poſterity has the Succeſſion to the Crown 
been limited to the Proteſtant Branches of the Houſe 


of Hanover by ſeveral Acts of Parliament both in the 


Reign of King William and: Queen Anne. 
I ſhou'd hope if we throughly convinc'd our People 


of theſe Things, and ſhew'd them on what Side the great 


Danger of our Church lay, and Ikewiſe reminded. 
them of their Oaths by which they have either ſworn. 
Allegiance to King GEORGE or abjur'd the Pretender, 
we might ſo ſettle their minds in true Loyalty to the 
King, as not to be ſhaken by every falſe rumour, ill 
grounded fear or malitious ſuggeſtion - and that inſtead. 
of being drawn away by every trifling ſcruple from the 
Church in which they have been educated, nothing but 

the 
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the ſhew of Demonſtration cou'd move them by any 
Separation to weaken the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
trey both in Church and State. 
It might poſſibly have its influence on ſome who at 
preſent are drawn away by the Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, if we took Notice to them of the Hand of God, 
that has hitherto almoſt viſibly appear'd for His Ma- 
jeſty, by infatuating the Counſels of his Enemies, by 
filling their Minds with Fearfulneſs and Cowardice, and 
by removing in the Moment they wanted the m. thoſe on 
whoſe Aſſiſtance they depended in their rebellious At- 
tempts. So that ſtruggling againſt his Government 
ſeems fighting againſt the Decrees of Heaven, and la- 
bouring to depoſe him whom God has 2. and 
made ſo ſtrong for himſelf. And thoſe remainders of 
Hopes they have been ſtill willing to keep up, are al- 
| oft extinguiſh'd by thoſe Diviſions the ſame good 
Providence has rais'd amongft thoſe Abroad, who were 
moſt likely to engage in the,Caule of the Pretender. 
And indeed as the Cauſe of King GEORGE is the 
Cauſe of the Reformed Religion ; in general, which 
muſt ftand or fall, according to all Humane Means, as 
he is able or unable to ſupport himſelf ; God ſeems to 
have taken the Matter into His own Hand. And we 


Enemies to difturb his Government, will prove the laſt 
expiring Effort of Popery to regain this Land, by that 
Proſpect there is of Proteſtant Succefſours ſtill to Main- 
tain + 5s our moſt Holy Faith in this . 

ut 


may hope that the preſent. reſtleſs Endeavours of our 
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But Tam ſenſible I am ſupplying thoſe with Confi- : 
derations to diſpoſe the People to Loyalty, who, I 7 
hope are not without an Inclination, and cannot want | 
Skill to do it in the moſt effectual manner. But I have 
been carry d on beyond the Bounds 1 at firſt propos'd | 
to-my ſelf, by a tender Regard to the Welfare of our- | 
Church, which is in danger of being torn by inteſtine: 
Diviſions, and by my Concern for the Happineſs of | 
our Nation, which but for our unreaſonable Quarrels 

amongſt our ſelves, might be the bleſſed Abode of Peace 

and Proſperity, the Bulwark of the Reformation, and: 

the Aſylum of the Opprefled: _ <p 

And I doubt not but the ſame” Love of our Church 
will. likewiſe animate you. all to endeavour to ſtop- 
the Beginnings of this unhappy Schiſm founded in Ja- 
cobitiſm, and ſo manifeſtly ſerving the Cauſe of Pope-- 

ry; by influencing your reſpective Flocks to a willing 
Submiſſion to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and making 
them ſenſible of the great Bleſſing of enjoying the true 
Eight of the Goſpel. 

have little more to add than to exhort us all by 
the Goodneſs of our Lives to do Juſtice to the Holi- 
neſs of the Doctrines taught by our Church; and by a 
conſtant and regular Complyance with it's Rules, to 
recommend its Government and Diſcipline. 

And I heartily wiſh, that laying aſide all Diſtinctions 
amongſt our ſelves, which have been ſet on foot, and 
are kept up by the Adverſaries of our Sion, we would 
follow the Things that make for Peace, and have a fer- 
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vent Charity for one another ; this is the diſtinguiſh- 
"ing Character by which our Bleſſed: Saviour wou'd 
have his'Diſciples known, even by their loving one 
another; this is the beſt Commendation of the Reli- 
gion we. profeſs, and the ſureſt Method of advancing 


. 
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dne Proſperity of our Church. 
And may we likewiſe by practiſing and. promoting 
Loyalty to His * King GEORGE, endea- 
your to extinguiſh the Seeds of this new Schiſm we 
are at preſent. threaten'd with, and to deliver down. 
fe to our Poſterity thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings of the 
True Religion and Civil Liberty we have through fo 
many Hazards receiv'd from our Anceſtours, 
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